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COBB COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY/PERMITS REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. “Permit Request” and “Installation Permit” procedures 
a. Four complete copies of each request form and all supplements must be submitted. 
b. All information requested must be complete, or if not applicable, use N/A. 
c. Allow a 30 calendar day turnaround from the date of receipt of request the by the Department, unless circumstances 

demand otherwise. 
d. A copy of the request will be returned to you, signed, either approved, approved with modifications, or rejected.  

Any reply, other than approved, will be returned with an explanation for the decision.  Permit requests that have 
been rejected may be resubmitted, either re-engineered to meet Codes, or with an explanation justifying the original 
request. 

e. All work must start within one year.  An extension may be requested prior to expiration.  After expiration, permit 
request must be resubmitted. 

2. Notification of Work Schedule 
a. No work shall be started without 24 hours prior notification to the Department at (770) 528-1640. 
b. Notification must include permit number, project name, location, 24-hour contact name and 24-hour telephone 

contact number.  Applicant agrees that someone will be available at all times to respond to emergencies. 
3. Field Requirements for Installation 

a. Right-of-way should be to grade before starting work.  If not satisfactory, notify the developer or his representative. 
b. Recommend that all utilities previously installed be field located.  You could possibly be held responsible for 

damages to other utilities. 
c. Tie-ins with major supply lines at project entrance must be stubbed in prior to entrance widening.  After paving is 

complete, tie-in must be made along right-of-way with tie-in being made at the end of widening project.  No cuts 
will be allowed in new pavement at entrance, unless there is a major emergency leak or service disruption. 

d. Trenching will be done with a trenching machine or small bucket backhoe.  Plowing will be allowed only on jobs 
where specifically authorized by the Cobb Department of Transportation. 

e. Directional boring is allowed, however, special care must be taken to assure that all lines remain uniform throughout 
project.  Potholing at standard intervals is a preferred method of identifying existing utilities (unless mandated under 
certain circumstances).  Installations in new residential and commercial developments shall conform with Standard 
Drawings No. 80 and 81.  Any abandoned bore holes must be completely grouted. 

f. All trenches opened each day must be backfilled to within 10 feet of end of trench and completed to 95 percent 
standard proctor, using necessary tamping or vibratory equipment. 

g. At completion of project, right-of-way must be restored to design line grade.  If grassing or mulching has been done 
prior to start of utility installation, it must be restored to original condition.  All restoration work should be 
completed within 24 hours of completion of installation. 

h. Any silt fence that must be removed to complete open cut must be reinstalled properly as soon a possible and no 
later than end of workday.  Any silt fence damaged by utility construction must be replaced with new fencing 
immediately. 

i. Deposited earth, mud, rock and debris are prohibited on the roadway.  Any earth, mud, rock or debris created by 
your installation must be cleared from pavement and kept on site at all times.  Silt transfer to storm drainage system 
must be prevented. 

j. All non-essential equipment must be removed from the work area during operating hours and all equipment shall be 
removed from the work area after operating hours.   

k. All work is to be conducted in a workman-like manner. 
4. Positioning of All Above and Below Ground Devices 

a. All transformers must be engineered and installed to go on property lines not occupied by water meters and with 
back of pad within one (1) foot right-of-way line. 

b. Telephone and cable television pedestals that must be placed within one (1) foot of the right-of-way of new 
construction will require notification to the Cobb Department of Transportation at time of engineering.  Positioning 
must not obstruct or compromise other utility services. 

5. All utility construction is subject to inspection and control by the Cobb County Department of Transportation and must 
comply with the Cobb County Code and Specifications and the regulatory directives of the Cobb County Department of 
Transportation, in addition to the requirements of all other regulatory agencies.  In event of conflict, the more restrictive 
regulations shall govern.  Applicant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Cobb County, its agents, employees and 
commissioners from any and all liability as provided in the current edition of the State D.O.T.’s Utility Accommodation 
Policy and Standards, as adopted by Cobb County. 
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Attachment 1 - MINIMUM INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR A UTILITY PERMIT APPLICATION  
 

Please submit four complete copies of each permit application request 
 

I.  APPLICATION FORM  
____1.  Four copies of completed application form. 
____2.  Name, address and phone number of applicant (utility company or government entity) 
____3.  County road name and address 
____4.  Land lot(s) and district 
____5.  Description of proposed utility (include size, type, and length) 
____6.  Location (English distance to closest intersecting street) 
____7.  Date (actual date you mail or deliver permit to our office) 
____8.  Signature and phone number of authorized representative 
____9. $50.00 fee upon submission 
___10. Footage fees, calculated at $0.2367/foot (Minimum of $50.00) 

 
II. SUPPORT DRAWINGS   (All dimensions must be English units) 

A. _____Four copies 8 ½" x 11" construction drawings (not final engineered drawings unless requested by  Department) 
____1. Dimensions of the roadway in English units 
____ a.  Right-of-way width 
____ b.  Pavement (indicate centerline) 
____ c.  Distance to curb and/or ditch 
____ d.  Show grass plot and sidewalk, if applicable 
____2. North arrow 
____3. Location of proposed installation showing distances to nearest intersecting street 
____4. Length, size, and type of utility 
____5. Note whether own forces or contractor will be used  (indicate name of contractor) 
____6. In congested areas, must provide details using actual detailed as builts 

        ____7.            Any ground altering effects that could affect the approval of this permit. 
                               Slope ,Trees, etc. (added 07-24-02) 
       
Additional Underground Information 

____1. Distance of encroachment from edge of pavement or curb and right-of-way 
____2. 36” minimum depth of cover of facility on backslope and under ditches and shoulders 
____3. 48” minimum cover under roadway 
____4. Details, if attached to bridges or over drainage structures 
____5. Boring or tunnel (drawing of a detailed cross section) 
____6.            Size and method of repair for pavement cuts 
____7. Method of installation 
____8. Detailed explanation for any installation other than in back of right-of-way 
____9. Detailed distances for offset portions of installation 
____10. Location of fire hydrant, manholes, etc., including distance from pavement and right-of-way 
____11.          Letter of explanation as to why open cut is necessary rather than boring 

 
Additional Aerial Information 
       ____1. Distance from edge of pavement/curb for proposed poles and anchors 

                     ____2. Overhead clearance for crossings at maximum sag 
                     ____3. Location of temporary poles 
                     ____4. Distance from edge of pavement/curb and right-of-way for existing poles when new conductors or cable are 

replaced or added 
       ____5. Indicate poles to be changed out or eliminated, if applicable 
B.    ____   Location sketch from DOT county map with site highlighted or circled (four copies 8 ½ x 11) 
C.    ____   Traffic Control Plan conforming with MUTCD (four copies 8 ½ x 11) 

 
III. SPECIAL ASSURANCE FORM for utility contract work  (four copies 8 ½ x 11) 

____1. Photos or video of right-of-way and adjacent properties 
 
IV. PROOF OF INSURANCE 

____1. Proof that insurance company is licensed in the State of Georgia 
 

V. COPY OF BOND 
____1. Proof that bonding company is licensed in the State of Georgia 
 


